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OUR MISSION, OUR MESSAGE 

Easter Season 2021 
 
This is the season when we, “Easter People”, become to understand our role as important 
players in the Easter story: We are on mission to Share Christ with the World, which is our 
message this spring. 
 
The first followers of Jesus came to believe that Jesus conquered the grave, enabling them to see 
beyond their own fears and failures and hurts to a better future. With Jesus’ victory over sin and 
death, they came to believe that the power of God working in their lives could accomplish far 
more than they could ask or imagine – not only for them, but for the world.  They began to 
understand and embrace their mission. 
  
We are taking a fresh look at this mission, as Christian stewards, as disciples individually, and 
working together as the community of Saint Mary Magdalen. Our message follows the course of 
the Easter Season scripture, through the acts of the apostles and the Gospel instruction from the 
risen Jesus, reminding us that we were created for love and called to share the Good News of 
salvation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – April 11, 2021 

FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35 « SECOND READING  1 John 5:1-6 
 

GOSPEL JOHN 20:19-31 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood in their midst and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples said to him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands and put my finger into the 
nail marks and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe.” 

 
Now a week later his disciples were again 
inside and Thomas was with them. 
Jesus came, although the doors were locked,  
and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 
and see my hands, and bring your hand and put 
it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but 
believe.” 
Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord 
and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you 
come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have 
believed.” 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence 
of his disciples that are not written in this book. 
But these are written that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that through this belief you may have life in 
his name. 

 
REFLECTION  

We continue the feast of Easter with Divine Mercy Sunday (https://www.usccb.org/prayer-
worship/liturgical-year/easter) It’s interesting – and intentional – that the first half of the gospel chosen for 
today is the same gospel for Pentecost Sunday, where Jesus comes to us, calls us, and sends us out. 
 
• The Gospel of John is clear – the source of energy for the post-Resurrection Christian community was 
the very presence of the crucified and risen Christ and his message of peace. His ability to be present 
with them has no barriers, neither locked doors nor debilitating fear. This is cause for great joy, as is 
demonstrated by the disciples’ reaction to his appearance, even if for some, that belief took time. 
 
• Jesus begins with peace, and this should be our starting place as well. We must regularly examine our 
conscience to discern if our hearts are full of Christ’s peace or if they have become bogged down by 
anger, bitterness, or anxiety. Or if the world weighs heavy on us, we must not forget [second reading] 
“the victory that conquers the world is our faith”. 
 
• Jesus met Thomas in his doubt, for in his journey of faith, that was where he was at after the 
crucifixion.  Jesus does the same for each of us. And he doesn’t leave us there. He seeks us out wherever 
we may be. He invites us again and again to believe and to follow. 
 



 
DISCUSSION 

 
1. Every saint and good and faithful Christians have been plagued with doubts about their Christian 

beliefs. Have you ever experienced doubt about your faith? If so, in what way and what helps 
you deal with your doubts? Take a step deeper – do you find yourself more in doubt of … God? 
Or maybe yourself?  

 
2. Have you ever been challenged by another about your faith? How did you respond? How can 

we help each other as believers to face such challenges? 
 

3. Jesus brought shalom, peace and mercy to the disciples. How does your relationship with Jesus 
bring peace to your life? Witness just that to your small group. 
  

ON MISSION 
 
In today’s first reading, and throughout this season, we are invited to reflect upon the activities of 
Christian communities soon after Jesus’ Resurrection. The Acts of the Apostles describes this as a time of 
great boldness for those filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 

The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they had everything in common. With great power the apostles bore 
witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all. 

 
“The community of believers were of one heart and one mind.” They shared a belief – and a 
mission.  What facilitates this oneness in families and parishes, and what hurts it?  
 
 
EXPLORE THROUGH PRAYER, SCRIPTURE, REFLECTION THIS EASTER SEASON: 
 

• How am I being sent to share Jesus’ peace, His mercy? 
• To whom is God calling me to extend the joy of Easter?   
• Where in our parish – and in our community – will mission take me to Share Christ with the 

World?

Prayer to Share the Joy of Easter 
Good and gracious God, Our most glorious Creator, We praise you in this Easter season. 

Change our lives, change our hearts to be messengers of Easter joy and hope. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord forever and ever. AMEN 

 
Oración para compartir la alegría de la Pascua 

Dios bueno y misericordioso, Nuestro más glorioso Creador, Te alabamos en esta temporada de Pascua y 
siempre. 

Cambia nuestras vidas, cambia nuestros corazones para ser mensajeros de la alegría y la esperanza pascuales. 
Te lo pedimos por Jesucristo, nuestro Señor resucitado por los siglos de los siglos. AMÉN 

 
 


